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TAGS: PINT.YO 

SUBJECT: PRESS ATTACK ON DJILAS AND HIS WARTIME MEMOIRS 

1. YUGOSLAV DISSIDENT MILO VAN DJILAS' WARTIME MEMOIRS ARE SUBJECT 
OF STRONG ATTACK IN ZAGREB DAILY "VJESNIK " OF JANUARY 15. 

COLUMNIST JOZE VLAHOVIC IN HIS SUNDAY COLUMN "A CLEAR VIEW OE THE 
WORLD" DISMISSES DJILAS' RECENT BOOK "WARTIME" AS "SO-CALLED 
MEMOIRS . . . FULL OF INSINUATIONS, FALSEHOODS, EVIL GOSSIP, 

PERFIDIOUS DECEIT, SO-CALLED OEF-COLOR STORIES, AND MATTERS 
COMPLETELY PERIPHERAL AND IRRELEVANT TO THE ESSENCE OF OUR WAR." 
VLAHOVIC ACCUSES DJILAS OF BEING TAKEN UNDER WING BY "EVEN THE MOST 
REACTIONARY FORCES" AND "CHEAPLY SELLING HIS OWN PARTICIPATION IN 
THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE." IN PARTICULAR, DJILAS' ACCOUNT 

OF HIS PRISONER EXCHANGE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GERMANS IS CITED 
AS "HEATING UP OLD SLANDERS" THAT BOTH THE PARTISANS AND THE 
CHETNIKS COLLABORATED WITH THE GERMANS. 

2. TURNING TO DJILAS' PERSONALITY, VLAHOVIC PORTRAYS HIM AS A SICK 
MAN, DRIVEN BY DESTRUCTIVE DESIRES. THE ARTICLE RECOUNTS THE 
STRANGE STORY OE DJILAS' BEHAVIOR AT A PARTY MEETING IN SARAJEVO 
BEEORE THE WAR. WHILE HE WAS ADDRESSING THE GATHERING AND 
CRITICIZING THEIR FAILURES, DJILAS DISASSEMBLED A POCKET WATCH 
BELONGING TO ONE OF THE MEN. WHEN HE WAS FINISHED, HE WRAPPED THE 
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PARTS IN A HANDKERCHIEE AND TOLD THE OWNER TO TAKE IT TO A REPAIR- 
MAN. VLAHOVIC COMMENTS THAT EVEN THEN IT WAS CLEAR WHAT KIND OF 
MAN DJILAS WAS. HIS LATEST BOOK, VLAHOVIC ADDS, IS "JUST ONE INDI- 
CATION, AND PERHAPS NOT THE LAST, OF WHERE A MAN'S SICK DESIRES TO 
DESTROY, TO TAKE APART, TO TARNISH, TO RUIN EVERNTHING CAN LEAD." 

3. VLAHOVIC CONCLUDES THE SECTION OF HIS COLUMN DEALING WITH DJILAS 
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BY SAYING THAT SIMILAR ATTACKS ON THE MEMORY OF THE PARTISAN 
STRUGGLE ARE ALSO TAKING PLACE IN THE SOVIET UNION. ALL THOSE WHO 
CANNOT ACCEPT YUGOSLAVIA AS SHE IS, HE OBSERVES, FIRST DENY THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LIBERATION WAR. 

4. COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, THIS IS THE FIRST SUCH COM- 
PREHENSIVE PUBLIC ATTACK IN ZAGREB ON DJILAS' NEW BOOK ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS PUBLISHED LAST AUGUST. THE BOOK IS NOT OPENLY AVAILABLE IN 
YUGOSLAVIA, BUT YUGOSLAVS ARE AWARE OF ITS EXISTENCE FROM REVIEWS 
IN THE WESTERN MEDIA, AND SOME YUGOSLAVS RETURNING FROM ABROAD HAVE 
BROUGHT THE BOOK WITH THEM. THE BOOK HAS AROUSED CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST NOT ONLY AMONG THOSE CRITICAL OF THE PARTY, BUT ALSO THOSE 
WITHIN PARTY CIRCLES. DJILAS' PORTRAYAL OF THE PARTISAN WAR UN- 
DOUBTEDLY TOUCHED ON A VERY SENSITIVE NERVE. FOR THIRTY YEARS THE 
PARTY HAS CAMPAIGNED TO PORTRAY THE ROLE OF THE PARTISANS DURING 
WORLD WAR II AS HAVING LED A POPULAR UPRISING OF ALL YUGOSLAV 
NATIONAL GROUPS IN A "WAR OF NATIONAL LIBERATION" AGAINST "THE 
OCCUPIERS AND THEIR TRAITOROUS ALLIES." FEW WHO WERE ALIVE AT THE 
TIME REMEMBER IT QUITE THAT WAY. AND NOW, ALONG COMES DJILAS, A 
ONE TIME RESPECTED PARTY LEADER, INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN THE WAR, 

WHO TELLS THE STORY NOT SIMPLY OF A POPULAR UPRISING BUT OF A 
BITTER AND CRUEL CIVIL WAR. DJILAS DESCRIBES THE HARSH REALITY 
OF VILLAGE AGAINST VILLAGE AND SENSELESS KILLING AND REPRISALS 
WHICH TITO HIMSELF RECOGNIZED WERE OUT OF HAND BY THE WAR'S END. 

DJILAS' MEMOIRS, THEN, WILL SERVE FOR MANY YUGOSLAVS TO EVOKE THE 
MEMORIES OF THE WAR YEARS, MEMORIES WHICH THE PARTY WOULD PREFER 
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WERE FORGOTTEN. KAISER 
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